COMP517B   2005

DUE:  Monday, November 21, 5pm

COMP517 students are expected to attend the COMP417 lectures and carry out the COMP417 assigned coursework.  In addition, COMP517 students will:

· Read through additional course material, handed out weekly.

· Attend a lecture hour on Fridays, 1-2pm.  During this hour we will discuss the additional course material, in seminar fashion;  that is, this will not be a formal lecture, but rather a round-table discussion primarily led by the students.

· Carry our a further investigation in the field of digital libraries, as described below.

There are two options for your further investigation:

1. Select a topic from the general field of ‘digital libraries’.  Investigate this topic:  find relevant research literature, design and prototype a small study or demonstration program, and report your conclusions.

The report of your conclusions must use a variety of sources (that is, it cannot be a summary of one or two papers).  The report must show evidence of critical thinking, and cannot be a simple summary or literature review.  

Confirm your topic with me no later than Monday, September 19—and feel welcome to discuss and refine the topic with me.

2. Implement a new ‘plugin’ for Greenstone.  The plugin must be new to Greenstone, and not a re-working of an existing plugin.  This project will include:  your source code for the plugin;  a report describing the plugin, including the metadata that it extracts, likely uses for that metadata in a digital library, and an overview of how your plugin extracts that metadata;  and a decription of your testing of the plugin (for example, a description of a sample Greenstone DL with browsing/searching mechanisms based on that metadata extracted by the plugin).

If you choose to do this project, confirm your topic with me no later than Monday, September 19.  When you confirm the project, we will develop a list of ‘deliverables’ for you.

